
THE GIFT OF MYRRH   
–– An Epiphany Letter to the People of Brookview –– 

This letter was written Friday afternoon, 
 January 6, 2017 

Dear Brookview Members and Friends, 
  hristmastide is ended and we try to celebrate today the Epiphany of our Lord, the          
  showing of Christ's glory and deity to the nations, beginning with the visitation of the        
three Wise Men who bear to Jesus the telling gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Today we 
reach for the myrrh. 
 Our dear friend is dead. Most of you who knew him have already heard, and many of you    
have poured words of love to his family from your hearts broken. Stephen “Shane” Hardin was 
18. His Nana, Joyce, brought him with loving dedication each week to Brookview from child-
hood through his teenage years, during which he was baptized among our members. He served 
in recent years as a Sunday school assistant to Willa, who blessed Shane in many ways as a 
mentor, along with his cousin Aaron, who discipled him faithfully in the Scriptures, and many 
of you who shared friendship, ministry, and your lives with a boy who was growing up. As of 
this morning, his soul rests, and real growth begins. 
 A funeral service will be Tuesday, January 10, at 10:00 a.m. at Nunnelley Funeral home on    
Taylor Blvd. A visitation will be at the funeral home Monday, 1:00–8:00 p.m. 

 This day has felt dark, a day when the opening sentence of Morning Prayer was Isaiah    
60:3––"Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising." I ask what 
difference has this brightness made. Even as the Wise Men departed, as a direct result of their 
journey through Herod's halls of power to search for God's Son given to us, innocent sons were 
killed. But then I remember the gifts, treasures appropriate not only to Jesus, but also to what it 
means to be Jesus' friend. 
 Gold: Shane was of great worth in God's eyes, worth more than gold, even the blood of the    
child the Wise Men worshipped. 
 Frankincense: God not only valued Shane's life, but blessed it with meaning. Many of us    
saw God pursue Shane as his dwelling place, and on many occasions Shane served for us a 
meeting place with Christ. 
 Myrrh: One gift cast a shadow over Jesus' childhood as Shane's death does this day of the    
Epiphany. We find consolation knowing that because Jesus' death made a way, the deaths of 
our brothers and sisters are not the end, nor the loss of their presence. 
 Please pray for Shane's family and friends, especially for Joyce and for his mother, Sonya––    
that God's love would comfort and strengthen them to meet the days ahead. 
 May each of you grieving know the Lord remembers you in mercy. May he nourish your    
souls with patience, comfort you with a sense of his goodness, lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Joseph Payton 
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Brookview  
BAPTIST CHURCH
4323 South Brook Street, Louisville, KY 40214

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
11 a.m. January 8, 2017

A Service for the Festival of

☩ 
“I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation 

may reach to the end of the earth.” ISAIAH 49:6b

C



!
Call to Worship   Alleluia, Song of Gladness                                                MINER

i 

Introduction and Bidding Prayer                               The Pastor 

THE GATHERING 
–– God invites us to the adoration of his Son, the King of the nations. –– 

The Opening Responses        
 Minister Arise, shine O Jerusalem:    
 People   For your light is come and the glory of the Lord is ris’n upon You.   
 Minister We have seen his star in the East:    
 People   and are come with gifts to worship him.   
  Minister The Kings of Tharsis and the isles shall give presents:  
 People   The Kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.   
 Minister All Kings shall fall down before him:    
 People   All nations shall do him service.   
 Minister Arise, shine O Jerusalem: For the glory of the Lord is risen upon You.   
Hymn                  Sung by all.                           ADESTE FIDELES                              
!!!!!!!!!!!

!
THE FIRST WONDER 

–– The King of all the world is revealed to the Magi. –– 
The First Reading                  Matthew 2:1-12 
During the singing of the carol the Wise Men present their gifts. 
Hymn   We Three Kings                                                                     Hymnal 64   
Prayer 
Children’s Moment 
Hymn   Take My Life and Let It Be                                     Hymnal 338 

THE SECOND WONDER 
–– Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of Baptism. –– 

The Second Reading            Matthew 3:13-17 

Hymn   Spirit of the Living God                                      Hymnal 124 
Prayer 
Hymn                             Listen prayerfully as the Minister sings.                         KAUFLIN

ii           
                       
                                                         !!!!!!!!!!

THE THIRD WONDER  
–– The New Creation is revealed in Jesus’ first miracle at Cana of Galilee. –– 

The Third Reading                    John 2:1-11 
Hymn   Fairest Lord Jesus                                                  Hymnal 110     
Prayer 
Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Greetings and Announcements 

THE REFLECTION AND RESPONSE  
–– God renews us and sends us out to reveal Christ to the world. –– 

Offertory Hymn   I Will Sing the Wondrous Story                                       Hymnal 40 
Piano at the Offertory                     Robin Miller 
Sermon                                Pastor Joseph Payton            
Invitation Hymn   Blessed Assurance                                                     Hymnal 27 
Renewal of Baptismal Commitments 

After each question of belief, respond saying, “I do.” 
After each question of commitment, respond saying, “I will, with God’s help.” 

Blessing               cf. Hebrews 13:20-21            
Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord, with thankful hearts.   
i. Latin 11th cent./Tune: ©1997 Christopher Miner Music; ii. 19th cent./Tune: Bob Kauflin, ©1997 Sovereign Grace Praise; CCLI 1112643

PROCESSION SERVICE FOR THE FESTIVAL OF THE EPIPHANY 2017

O COME, all ye faithful, 
 Joyful and triumphant,           
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;   
 Come and behold him,           
 Born the King of angels;           

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2.  God of God, 
  Light of Light eternal, 
 Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb:   
 Very God, begotten, not created;           

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3.  Lo! star-led chieftains, 
  Magi, Christ adoring, 
 Offer him incense, gold, and myrrh;   
 We to the Christ Child           
 Bring our hearts’ oblations;           

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

4.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
  Sing in exultation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;   
 Glory to God in the highest;           

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

S ONGS of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,          
 Manifested by the star            
 To the sages from afar;      
 Branch of royal David's stem      
 In thy birth at Bethlehem;      
 Anthems be to thee addressed,      
 God in man made manifest.      

 Manifest at Jordan’s stream    
 Prophet, Priest and King supreme.    
 And at Cana, wedding guest,    
 In thy Godhead manifest;    
 Manifest in power divine,    
 Changing water into wine;    
 Anthems be to thee addressed,    
 God in man made manifest.   

 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, mirrored in thy holy word;  
 May we imitate thee now, and be pure, as pure art thou;  
 That we like to thee may be at thy great epiphany;  
 And may praise thee, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 


