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✦  The Gathering  ✦                        
INVOCATION                                    INDELIBLE GRACEi 

C OME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins 
release us, let us find our rest in thee. * Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of  all the earth 
thou art: dear Desire of  every nation, joy of  every longing heart. * Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king, born to reign in us forever, now thy precious kingdom bring. 

OPENING SENTENCE                                  Isaiah 40:3 

I N THE WILDERNESS prepare ye the way of  the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

ENTRANCE HYMN    On Jordan’s Stormy Banks                AMERICAN FOLK 

ACCLAMATION AT THE ADVENT WREATH                         
 Leader	 Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.  
	 Your God will turn your mourning into joy, and will comfort you, 
	 and make you rejoice from your sorrow.    cf. Philippians 4:4; Jeremiah 31:13 

	 Surely the Lord is coming soon. 
   All	 Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                Fairest Lord Jesus                        SILESIAN FOLK 

OPENING PRAYER 

✦  The Service of the Word  ✦ 
OLD TESTAMENT              Isaiah 61:1-4, 10-11 

T HE SPIRIT OF THE LORD GOD is upon me; because the  LORD  hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open-
ing of  the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year 
of  the LORD, and the day of  vengeance of  our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; 3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beau-
ty for ashes, the oil of  joy for mourning, the garment of  praise for the spirit 
of  heaviness; that they might be called trees of  righteousness, the planting of  
the LORD, that he might be glorified. 4 And they shall build the old wastes, 
they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste 
cities, the desolations of  many generations. 10  I will greatly rejoice in 
the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of  right-
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself  with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herself  with her jewels. 11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so 
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
the nations. 
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SONG OF MARY                        Magnificat                   WILD MOUNTAIN TYMEii 

Luke 1:46-55 

M Y SOUL IS FILLED WITH JOY as I sing to God my Savior: 
 	you have looked upon your servant,  

	 	 your have visited your people. 
 	 I am lowly as a child, but I know from this day forward  
	 	 that my name will be remembered for all will call me blessed. 
	 And holy is your name through all generations!  
	 	 Everlasting is your mercy to the people you hast chosen,  
	 	 and holy is your name. 
 	 I proclaim the power of  God, you do marvels for your servants; 
	 	 though you scatter the proud-hearted,  
	 	 and destroy the might of  princes. 
 	 To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty.  
	 	 In your mercy you are mindful of  the people you have chosen. 
 	 In your love you now fulfill what you promised to your people. 
	 	 I will praise you Lord, my Savior, everlasting is your mercy. 

THE EPISTLE                 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

R EJOICE EVERMORE. 17  Pray without ceasing. 18  In every thing give 
thanks: for this is the will of  God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of  evil. 23 And 
the very God of  peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of  our Lord Je-
sus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 
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GOSPEL CAROL     It Came upon the Midnight Clear                       CAROL 

   

HOLY GOSPEL       	         	                            John 1:6-8, 19-28 

T HERE WAS A MAN sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of  the Light, that all men through 

him might believe. 9 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of  
that Light. 19 And this is the record of  John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What 
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he 
answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give 
an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of  thyself ? 23 He said, I am 
the voice of  one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of  the Lord, 
as said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they which were sent were of  the Phar-
isees. 25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if  
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John answered 
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them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

SERMON              Brother Joseph Payton 

✦  The Sending Forth  ✦ 
HYMN OF RENEWAL   He Looked Beyond My Fault       LONDONDERRY AIREiii 

A MAZING GRACE shall always be my song of  praise, 
 For it was grace that bought my liberty. 

	 I do not know just why He came to love me so. 
	 	 He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 
 	 I shall forever lift mine eyes to Calvary 
	 	 to view the cross where Jesus died for me. 
	 How marvelous the grace that caught my falling soul. 
	 	 He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For the Church; the nation; the world; the community; the suffering; the lost; the bereaved 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Leader	 Our Lord says, “ I am coming soon.” 
   All	 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Leader	 May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. 
   All	 Amen. 

DISMISSAL CHORUS     Wait for the Lord                                    TAIZÉiv 

W AIT FOR THE LORD, whose day is near. 
	Wait for the Lord; keep watch, take heart! 
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